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hour when the first sunbeams are streaming into the church, the light of baptism still shining on the
congregation, there will be a strange medley of sounds, smells and colours. Amid all the massed
colours of the striped nave there will be the familiar smell of the incense (it will be lit in the orange-
coloured presbytery). In the middle of the congregation there will be a huge wooden cross and there
will be incense, and the vivid music from the organ, and the memory of the great sacrifice of
Calvary, and above all there will be the steady stream of unintelligible words from the old, learned,
orator who presides. This will be the baptism of fire, and as the rite approaches the last notes of the
organ will die away, and silence will settle over the entire church. The figure of the priest is the
epitome of poverty, simplicity, humility and purity. In the ark-like interior of the presbytery, the
shadow of the small stone tabernacle, the black alb, the wine-red stole, the tonsure of the tonsured
man, will be stretched over the whole area. At the entrance to the presbytery the priest will make
the sign of the cross with his raised right hand. Then, standing with his hands held high over his
head in the manner of a Christian athlete, he will make the gesture of the Good Friday crucifixion.
The Latin words of the Mass in the ancient rite of the Church will be heard. One sentence in
particular – "qui in hac parte credit" – will be taken up by all those present and repeated with a
strong and clear voice. A real Christ-like attitude will be discerned on all those who are present at
the baptism. A few minutes will pass like a calm, angelic sleep, during which the priest will speak to
them of their salvation. It will be a solemn moment, but also an ep
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