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discusses malocclusion, as manifested in dentition, in the elderly. It addresses the complex

relationship between occlusal factors and dentofacial disorders and emphasizes the contribution of
complex and multifactorial disease processes, which include or are superimposed on physiologic
changes occurring with aging. Changes in dental occlusion and the masticatory apparatus with

advancing age may be the manifestation of generalized morphologic or functional deterioration of
the dentition and jaws. With aging, for which the most marked change is bone loss and loss of
enamel, a general degradation of supporting structures of the teeth and jawbones occurs. In

addition, various disorders may affect occlusion, including low-grade periodontal disease, atrophic
changes, absence of jaw tissue, micrognathism, and jaw discoloration or alteration of the shape or

composition of the dentition. With such changes occlusion is frequently compromised and
dentofacial alteration occurs. Both the mandible and maxilla are shaped by forces acting from

occlusion and are related in function. The mandible begins with formation of the maxillary dentition,
with each maxillary molar mesiodistally and mesiocervically erupting. Subsequently, the mandible is

formed by a combination of forces acting from the occlusion of the maxillary and mandibular
dentition. By the age of 50 years, the mandible is formed, with the entire dentition integrated to

provide the stability required for function and oral health. To help manage disease and other
conditions, and to maintain occlusion, a dental professional must understand the complex

interrelationships of occlusal elements. Dentists must appreciate the significance of the entire oral-
dental system in providing general and dental health in the older patient.
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